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INTROLUCTLON.

The following report is the result of investigations conducted
over ¢ perled of twelve days In three Russlan Refugee Centers.
Tvo are lecated in the city of LUXEMBOURG, and one in DEFFEE-
DINGIN. It has been the interrogestor's objective to gather
sulfficient data in ordeér to present z complete and integrated
picture of the Russisns who have beécn, znd of those who still
are, under the Gernen yoke. The report will thus consist of
three parts. The first will be a brief history of ithe problem.
number)(see supplement)of foreign workers, perticulerly Russians,
inslde Germeny, #nd the third part will decceribe the current
problems confronting groups of displeced Russisns in the Refugee

Centers of libersted aresas.

I. BIFTORY CF THE PHOBLEM.

Inaccurate estimétes chow that the Germsn Army evacusted approxi-
mztely feem ten to twelve million Russians over & period of three
years {'42-144 incl). The occupied territories from which these
people were token are the Ukraine, White Russia, snd the entire
Northwest of the Soviet Union.

In the first months of 1942 the population of the occupied zones
was kept below the level of subsistence to induce people to volun-
teer as lzborers to Germeny. At this time evacuees were toléd to
take with them their olcdest clothing and the barest necessities,

since upon arrivel they would be issued new Germen clothing. Then

this ragged humenity was exhibitec throughout Europe as progf of
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'referred toA“ths first transport" Thuse whc managed to eScape ;""

: snd Join partisen groups began to undermine the German effert

:*E?ihe poverty and misery of the RuSSian pe°Ple- This stege;was

: by spreading stories of the true horror af Nazi captivity.; This

in turn resulted in an era of terror snd with it reluetance and

sometimes strong resistance to evacuation.

The Germans then began to use 1ess subtle methods'of cogercion.
Market places of-populated points were suddenl& surrounded by

the Gestapo and everyone present, regardless of age, sex ‘and

health was g%rded on '’ trucks and transported to Germany.f At ﬁ%
this time organized resistance was impbssible due to the retreat R
of the Red Army, the prevalence of'police and traitors,-and ‘the
application of the ruthless hostage system. Escape from Germany
too, was difficult becsuse the Nazils took'peins to dress foreign
lavorers in distinctly shabby clothes. And, in order to facilitate
deﬁection, the Nazis acquginted their people, through en'extensive.'
propaganda campaign, with ﬁhe so-called Asiatic;Slevic physiognzmy

of "Untermenschen" (inferior people).

As yvet, only a minute percentage of these people have been'liberf?!

ated in France, Belgium, Holland, and Luxembsurg. Ckbout twenty -

thousand in al But, their libera--_on

in a varlety of problems for American authoritiesiﬂt e 1sesl

population, ss well as the Soviet Union. It is therefore-lqgicaii
to assume that, as our armies push deeper into Germany, the pro-
blen of control, clearing, disposition andg substenaece will
increase in complexity and severity,d‘ﬁpproximately seventy
percent_of the entire German industry is dependent upon_the
energies of forelgn laborers. | | | .

In additlion to the civilian evacuees, the Germen armies took
about three million Soviet FWs,which goves Tise to a prqpiem

sonewhat different in nature. In spite of recent largeescale-

,demobilization plans,:there are still in existence many units ;

of the R.0.A. (Russian &iberators' Army) The consensus af

opinion of all the Ruseians interviewed by this interregator,ﬁf
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ic that thece units will offer considerable Oppositioq{ An

explanation ol this lies in their pledged allegiance to the
Germsn Army and the uncertainty of their fate upon return to
the Soviet Union. |
The present official policy and attitude of the Soviet Govern-
ment toward groups of liberated Russians was recently stated
by & Lt Col STEMASOV, who,together with high-ranking American
authorities)visiteﬁ the various camps in Belgium and Luxembourg.
Lt Col STEMASOV?/;s & military representative of the Soviet
Mission to London; exeeqptstggmﬂis speech, heard by this interro-
gator, are quoted below:

"The Soviet Government recognizes all of you as citi-

zens of the Soviet Union. Those of you who have been

soldiers are still soldiers. Those of you who have

been officers?/are sti11 officers. Dec not be under

the influence of German propaganda. Eleven thousand

of you have already been transported to Russia, the

rest of you are here awaiting facilities to return

you to your homeland."

II. INTELLIGENCE ON THE FOREIGN LAEOR SITUATION.

The intelligence datz attached herewith is to be evsluated in

terms of the following facts:
8. For reasons of security and control, the foreign labor-
ers are transported, as much as possible, deeper into
Germany &5 the Allied Armies advance. TForelgn labor-

ers from Trier, Bonn, Kotlenz, Duesseldorf, and other

cities close to the front have lately been evacuzted to

collecting and redistributing points in Stuttgart, Kassel,

Erfurt, Hamm, Muenster, Worms, and Mannheim.

. Manpower, and therefore producticn, in industries close
to the front have thus reached the minimum due to the
absence of foreign laborers.

s
c. The frequent shifts of foreign labor, pewer from one

factory to another mzkes them a source of vital informa-
. -
SECRET

——— N S e e



tion, which conﬁﬁtugﬂes another reason for their

evacuation from the fronts.

(ONDITICNS. OF NORK.

The great majority of foreign laborers in Germany work about
twelve hours a dag)i.e. from 0700 to 1845. A "Caffee Pause"
lasts from G900 to 0915; A halfj;our to forty-five minutes is
allowed for dinner, /Sﬁfper 1s at eight o'clock in the evenin%;
,ﬁﬁe day of rest is granted every two weeks.

In the morning the wo:pers are giveg from 250-30C grezms of

bleck bread, which is to last them for the entire day. An
unlimited quéntity of eqéétz coffee 1is avsilable. For dinneB_

a broth is served f'ive days a week; on the remaining two days
rotatoes with & dacsh of vegetables snd bits of meat are given
instead. The same broth is served for supper. It is interesting

to note thet, with the advence of Allied Armies, the Germans,

in order to prevent increased desire to resist and desert, decided

- . LY
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to add to the meager diet of the Russians JED occasional tit of
marmalade and méf&gg{gé? Such zn 1nnident occurred in Trier
about two and a half months spgo, and coincicded with the sudden
advonce of our zrmies in that region. The lack of subtlety in
thir move provoked much amusement amongﬁépihe Russisn laborers.
Bombings and black markets afford the only source of extra food.
In the first casg%"when an zir-rald is sounded the Russians have
pretty much the run of the place, since they ate forbidden to
vebded, wre
enter sir-raid shelteriﬂreserved exclusively for the Germans and
more favored forelgners. Thiz gives the Russians a chance to
run around freely appropriating every available article of food.
Ir spite of the relatively great physieal danger invovlved, air-
raids are always wery welcome- ? the Russisn workers, not only

{mea ety

for the reason mentioned sbove, butﬁin additioqlthey pravide

an oppartunity for escape,2and rest if the factory is damaged.
It is to be remembered that, with the possible exception of

Italiens, the Russians are assigned the dirtiest and most strenu-

ous Jobs available.
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Black markets flourish in 211 forelgn lzbor camps in spite of
attempts at strict control. The French snd the Czechs are
believed to be the most privileged laborers. Due to the compara-
tively better quzslity and larger quantity of food received by
these groups, they speculzte mﬁch in edibles and tobacco. A loaf
of bread can be bought for ten to fifteen marks, Fifty grams

of tobacco costs thirty to forty marks. The opportunity to buy
in the black m:rket is welcomed by zall.

The average pay of a Russian laborer is fifty to sixty marks per
month. A rare maximum is 90 to & hundred marks. The French,
Czechs, and Ehéﬁgutch receive on the average gg%iZO to 130 marks
a month, 1In early 1943,?g/futile campeign was begun to persuade
forelgn laborers to save a portion oif' their pay each month. The
inducement offered}ﬁ;as a p°5t‘ﬁ§£ purchase of a house in the
Ukraine, or a plot of land. (ggwev;;h ?ﬁgw;Schwartzhandelﬂ):P
absorbed phe.entire income of éIi”Ehe Russisn laborers, thus all
similar}yéubsequent‘schemes proved in vain.

Recreational facilitits are almost non-existent. Workers have
access to two weekly propaganda papers published in Berlin. One,
the "Trug" (effortl,is designed to Indoctrinate factory workers,
while the other is meant for farm laborers. In addition, a great
mass of other propaganda material is availsble for reading in

the evenings. Every two weeks an "Ostarbeiter" may apply for a
two or three hour pass to go to town. He must at all times?';ear
his Ost insignia, and cannot enter any putlic place (restaurants,
movies, ete). If his insignia is pinned on, instead of sewn on,
a fine of ten marks must be paid. If an Ostarbeiter is caught

) ol
in a movie he is severly beaten and confined to solitary. If

he is caught walking with & German girl, he 1is hanged the next day.

As a result of several hundred interviews with former Russian

laborers in Germany, some outstanding facts have become apparent

to the interrogator:




By faf the great majority of Russians have nothing but
hate for the Nazis. They are considered slave laborers
and are treated as "Untermenschen" (inferior race), or
"eine Vernichtungsrasse" (an annihileting rzce). This

is the official attitude of the Nazi party and 1s not

to be understood as a propaganda line only, fed to the
Russian laborers. Yet, through years of continuous z=bhuse,
exyloitation and degradation, the simple masses them-
selves have come to feel like permsnanet slaves of a
Fascist regime. \

On the large the German propaganda attempts of,anti-
bolshevism and anti-semitism)bhaiﬂﬁroved a failure?waue
to the fantastic claims énd obvious contradictions iqvolved.
Only one line had its desired effect, and this largely

due to the almost total lack of counter-propagandas on the
part of the Allies; /Iﬁe Russian workers have come to
believe that there is no one who 1s particularly concerned
about them and especially that no one wants them.

The tregic result of this aﬁtitude is a continuous wavering
and fluctuation between two distinet emoticnal drives.

On the positive sidg/ﬂussians went to be active against
fascism, Incidentslof sabotage, killing, plots, and

secret organizations have been cited to this interrogsztor.
On the negative sidg/a feeling of apathy and bitter dis-
appointment exists. Everywhere there is a desperate need
for official incentives and instructions on the part of

the millions of Russian laborers in Germany. They realize
that all other groups except themselves}yieceive assurances
and directives from their officisl native sources. Uncer-
tainty of their status is responcible for a lack of harmony
amonpat the 0st workers themselves. The same lack of
stztus-security is responsible for the frequent fights,
riots, panie,sad atmosphere of mutual distrust so pre-
valent in the Russian camps in Germany.
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) JJ!% The reQCtionslon'the'péct,bf ;hé Buséian elements in,
o Germany to the épprdach-of the Allied:Armiesish0u1d'
sdmehoﬁ be controlled. This is the opinion of many
escaped laborers who ere qualified to pass in?élii*
gent judgment on the problem. The presentqst#te éf
mind'bf the Ost workers calls for & conbpete-piéﬁ of
action in order to avoid confusion and disorganiza-
tion which would impair military operations and in
order to provide 0st workers with an Opportunity and
incentive to do harm to the Fascist cause.
’ §§ The widespread insecurity of many far-sighted Germans
concerning the outcome of the war has_giﬁen'birth to
2 new, as yet very limited, attitude towards Russian
labor;rs. Several Ost workers have reported that
they had been carefully approached by Germans, self-
ég;i:g Anti-Nazis, who have invited them to listen '
to Allied broadoests in the secrecy of their homes.
This was done as subsequent proof of thelr 1ean1ngs.
In addiﬁion to this, many of the Russian girls'work;
ing as domestic servants in private homes;’iisten to
the radio in the absence of thelir employers. The
subject matter of these béﬁdcasts is then widely
disseminated amonga# other Russian laborers.
f. Descriptive of the state of mind of Ost workers are
the following questions which are continuously argued:
(1) ﬁhat 1s our present status?

(2) Should we resist evacuation, and hide to await
the approach of Americans?

(3) How can we fight the Nazis at the critical moment?
Sabotage? Passive resistance? Arms? Open revolt?

(4) How should we act during an air-raid?
3 SHERLIIING .
It is beyond the scope of this report to deal with the dellcate

question of why the Soviet Union has left much to be desired

in sending propaganda to its cltizens in Cermany. It is pre-
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sﬁmed to be 2 matter of politics. At the same time the necessity
of broadcasts and leaflets hzs been openly admitted by
Lt Col STEMASOV, official representative of the Soviet Union.
The colonel stated that 1t would be beneficial to the allied
cruse to utilize the folliowing assd Eﬁcggf
8. To convince Russian laborers that they are citizens
of the Soviet Union.
b. That Russia is concerned zbout them and is awaiting
their return.

¢. Russia needs all its citizens.

d. That eleven thousuand Soviet citizens have already been

returned to Russia.

€. That they will be treated well by the Allies.
f. Urge them to resistance.
g- Special emphasis was given to the necessity of acquaint-

ing Ost workers with the military situation.

- M. MEDIOM.

a. Radio.

Give time of brozdcast, use records of speeches, songs,
and music. Choose personnel from displacement centers
to prepare recordings under censorship of Soviet offi-
cials. (Pvevious attempts were disapproved of by

Lt Col STEMASOV as "awkward, not fluent, and politically

unsound.;a

a (_,of Al )'\.;'vJC-O
sing g%&urances listed above.

BORIS KRASS
Interrogator



